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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Figure 7A is missing. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page 
header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-7 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Glass et 

al. 

Regarding claim 1, Glass et al discloses a method of assembling eyewear comprising 
(Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 17, wherein the eyeglasses are shown in Figures 1-2): 
providing a frame structure for the eyewear, the frame structure defining at least one opening 
(Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 17, wherein the frame "50" has two openings, Figures 1-2): 
providing a lens unit including a lens and a rim element (Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 17, 
and Column 4, lines 301-55, wherein the lens "10" is encircled by gasket "12", Figures 1-2 and 
1 1), the rim element encircling the lens and having a dimension to be visible in a front view of 
the eyewear when the lens unit is attached to the frame structure (Shown in Figures 1-2 and 11, 
wherein the gasket "12" encircles the lens "10" and is visible in Figures 2); and removably 
attaching the lens unit to the frame structure to cover the opening (Abstract and Column 2, line 
61-Column 3, line 17, wherein the lens "10" is removably attached to the frame "50", Figures 1- 
2). 

Regarding claim 2, Glass et al further discloses selective replacement of the lens unit 
attached to the frame structure of the lens unit when changing properties of the eyewear is 
desirable (Abstract and Column 1, lines 63-67 and Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 17, wherein 
the lenses are interchangeable based on the needs of the user). 

Regarding claim 3, Glass et al further discloses providing a plurality of interchangeable 
lens units, the rim elements of the respective interchangeable lens units being different, and the 
respective interchangeable lens units being adapted to be removably attached to the opening of 
the frame structure for replacement of one another (Column 4, lines 10-55, wherein the different 
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lens shapes are used with respective different peripheries and gaskets, Figures 8-10); and 
selecting one of the interchangeable lens units to replace the lens unit having been attached to the 
opening of the frame structure (Abstract and Column 1, lines 63-67 and Column 2, line 61- 
Column 3, line 17, wherein the lenses are interchangeable based on the needs of the user). 

Regarding claim 9, Glass et al eyewear comprising (Column 2, line 61 -Column 3, line 17, 
wherein the eyeglasses are shown in Figures 1-2): a frame structure for the eyewear defining at 
least one opening (Column 2, line 61 -Column 3, line 17, wherein the frame "50" has two 
openings, Figures 1-2): a lens unit removably attached to the frame structure and covering the 
opening thereof, the lens unit including a lens and a rim element encircling the lens, (Column 2, 
line 61-Column 3, line 17, and Column 4, lines 301-55, wherein the removable lens "10" is 
encircled by gasket "12" and attached to frame "50", Figures 1-2 and 1 1), the rim element having 
a dimension to be visible in a front view of the eyewear when the lens unit is attached to the 
frame structure (Shown in Figures 1-2 and 1 1, wherein the gasket "12" encircles the lens "10" 
and is visible in Figures 2); and a plurality of interchangeable lens units adapted for selective 
replacement of the lens unit attached to the frame structure (Abstract and Column 1, lines 63-67 
and Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 17, wherein the lenses are interchangeable based on the 
needs of the user). 

Regarding claims 4-7 and 10, it is further inherent from Glass et al that the rim elements 
of the lens units comprise different materials, specifically metal, rubber, wood/foam or plastic, 
this being reasonably base upon the disclosures that the frames are made of metal, plastic, 
elastomers or combinations thereof and since the rim elements are attached to the frame and 
therefore would be made of the same material (Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 8). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Glass et al further discloses that the rim elements of the respective 
interchangeable lens units are made in different colors (Column 4, lines 48-55, wherein the 
gaskets "12" are available in a variety of colors, figure 1 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Glass et al further disclose the frame structure comprises a plurality 
of retaining elements defined in a spaced-apart relationship at an inner periphery of the opening 
for releasable retaining the rim elements of the respective interchangeable lens units (Column 3, 
lines 18-67, wherein the retaining elements are the ridges of the gasket receiving surface "79", 
Figure 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glass 
et al in view of Holland et al. 

Regarding claim 8, Glass et al discloses a method of assembling eyeglasses as shown 
above, but does not specifically disclose that the rim element define an air venting passage to 
vent moisture when the eyewear is in use. Holland et al teaches of forming an air ventilation 
passage in eyeglasses with removable lenses for the purpose of increasing airflow and to reduce 
fogging (Column 5, lines 41-57, Figures 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the rim element to further 
include an air venting passage to vent moisture when the eyewear is in use since Holland et al 
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teaches of forming a air ventilation passage in eyeglasses with removable lenses for the purpose 
of increasing air flow and to reduce fogging. 

Regarding claim 13, Glass et al discloses eyewear comprising (Column 2, line 61- 
Column 3, line 17, wherein the eyeglasses are shown in Figures 1-2): a frame structure defining 
at pair of openings (Column 2, line 61 -Column 3, line 17, wherein the frame "50" has two 
openings, Figures 1-2): a pair of lens units removably attached to the frame structure and 
covering the opening thereof, each of the lens unit including a lens and a rim element encircling 
the lens, (Column 2, line 61-Column 3, line 17, and Column 4, lines 301-55, wherein the 
removable lens "10" is encircled by gasket "12" and attached to frame "50", Figures 1-2 and 1 1), 
but does not specifically disclose that the eyewear permits air ventilation when in use. Holland et 
al teaches of forming an air ventilation passage in eyeglasses with removable lenses for the 
purpose of increasing airflow and to reduce fogging (Column 5, lines 41-57, Figures 10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made for the eyewear to further permit air ventilations when in use since Holland 
et al teaches of forming a air ventilation passage in eyeglasses with removable lenses for the 
purpose of increasing air flow and to reduce fogging. 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, Glass et al and Holland et al disclose and teach of eyewear 
as shown above and it is further inherent from Glass et al that the rim elements of the lens units 
to be made of a material other than a material of the lens and that the rim elements of the lens 
units comprise different materials, specifically metal, rubber, wood/foam or plastic, this being 
reasonably base upon the disclosures that the frames are made of metal, plastic, elastomers or 
combinations thereof and since the rim elements are attached to the frame and therefore would 
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be made of the same material and the lens to be made of plastic or glass as is well known in the 
art of lenses (Column 2, line 61 -Column 3, line 8). 

Regarding claim 16, Glass et al and Holland et al disclose and teach of eyewear as shown 
above and Glass et al further discloses that the rim element of the lens units is dimensioned to be 
visibly distinguishable from both the lens and the frame structure (Shown in Figures 1-2 and 11, 
wherein the gasket "12" encircles the lens "10" and is visibly distinguished from the lens "10" 
and frame "50", Figures 1-2). 

Regarding claim 17, Glass et al and Holland et al disclose and teach of eyewear as shown 
above, and Holland et al further teaches of forming a air ventilation passage in eyeglasses with 
removable lenses for the purpose of increasing air flow and to reduce fogging (Column 5, lines 
41-57, Figures 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made for the rim element to further include an air venting passage 
to vent moisture when the eyewear is in use since Holland et al teaches of forming a air 
ventilation passage in eyeglasses with removable lenses for the purpose of increasing air flow 
and to reduce fogging. 

Regarding claim 18, Glass et al and Holland et al disclose and teach of eyewear as shown 
above and Glass et al further discloses the frame structure comprises a plurality of retaining 
elements defined in a spaced-apart relationship at an inner periphery of the opening for 
releasable retaining the rim elements of the respective interchangeable lens units (Column 3, 
lines 18-67, wherein the retaining elements are the ridges of the gasket receiving surface "79", 
Figure 6). 
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Regarding claim 19, Glass et al and Holland et al disclose and teach of eyewear as shown 
above and Glass et al further discloses that the rim elements of the lens units comprises at least 
one retaining element projecting outwardly from an outer periphery of the rim elements for a 
releasable attachment to the frame structure (Column 4, lines 10-55, wherein the outer surface of 
the gasket "12" has a rounded projection which attaches to the frame "50" as shown in Figures 6 
and 12). - 

Regarding claims 20, Glass et al and Holland et al disclose and teach of eyewear as 
shown above and Glass et al further discloses that the frame structure comprises at least one 
recess defined at an inner periphery of the respective openings for accommodating the retaining 
element of the respective lens units (Column 3, line 9-Column 4, line 34, wherein the recess in 
the frame "50" is shown in Figure 6 as the receiving surface "79"). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Cheong, Angermann et al, and Aspesi are cited as having some similar structure to 
the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica T Stultz whose telephone number is (571) 272-2339. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on 571-272-2328. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Jessica Stultz 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2873 
October 14, 2004 
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